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vowels.    That this distinction is, however, only felt, is.
shown by the circumstance that r and Z, and even/, w, h,
i, and s, are placed in the same category.

The peculiarity which justifies the separation of the
three sounds just mentioned from the list of true conso-
nants, is due to the absence of noise in their formation,
they, like vowels, consisting merely of a modification of
the laryngeal tone by the varying resonance of the air-

In order better to understand the position in which
these sounds stand with regard to the vowels, we will
first direct our attention to a particular form of the
vowels which is not and cannot be adapted to speech.
If we try to utter a nasal vowel, at the same time closing
the nostrils, the quality of the nasal vowel will be dull
and impure. Moreover, to carry out the experiment
successfully, a gentle current of air must be employed,
which should not be driven with too great force into the
nasal cavity, but allowed freely to escape through the
cavity of the mouth. Such impure sounds are some-
times involuntarily produced when the nasal cavity is
filled with mucus. We shall be perfectly justified in
regarding such a vowel, which can only pass outwards
through the cavity of the mouth, as an oral vowel. The
dull nasal quality of the vowel is, however, due to part of
the current of air employed in its formation being driven
into the nasal cavity, from which, the anterior orifice
being closed, it is again expelled. The nasal cavity is,
therefore, a blind appendage of the air-passage, into
which part of the current of air eddies, afterwards again
joining the main stream. It is this hollow resonance of
the nasal cavity which creates the dull nasal quality.
The peculiar vowel-character is, however, given by the
conformation of the cavity of the mouth, and thus the